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Company Background
Petrof, spol. s r. o. is one of the leading European piano manufactur-

ers. Its biggest export markets include the USA, Canada, France, 

Germany, Italy, Russia, Japan, Australia, but also Taiwan, Hong Kong and 

many others. The company has already produced over 600.000 instru-

ments during more than 140 years of its history.

The own production has quickly developed over the past decades so 

that there has been a great increase in production. The traditional handi-

craft skill of highly qualified and creative specialists has remained up 

to now. It is necessary to carry out the assembly and important op-

erations individually. The precise industrial production using up-to-date 

machinery is linked with the professional skill of the most experienced 

craftsmen who give the instrument special features and above all char-

acteristic tender, romantic and noble sound.

Upright pianos
Are manufactured in 3 basic heights: (118 cm, 125 cm, 130 cm).

The product range has 13 models manufactured in 15 surface 

finishes.

Grand pianos
Are manufactured in 7 basic lengths: (284 cm, 237 cm, 210 cm, 

194 cm, 174 cm,158 cm and 148 cm). The product range has 12 

models manufactured in 8 surface finishes.

Special features of grand pianos current construction are closely linked 

with the musical culture of Czech country. The musical instrument is 

a precious attribute craving for beauty above all and gives cultural expe-

rience to people. That is why the harmonic accord between acceptance 

and shape is the essential criterion for PETROF company.

The unique models prove that the PETROF company is capable and ready 

to satisfy wishes and requirements of highly demanding customers.

Mr. Anthony Petrof 
Established the Company

Mrs. Mary Petrof Authorized 
agent of the Company

Zuzana Ceralová Petrofová 
5th generation President 

of the Company

Factory in early 
20th century
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Jean Jaques Kravetz

Ray Charles

Hiroko Nakamura

Abdullah Ibrahim

Kati Webster

Milan Svoboda

Hana Hegerová

The world of jazz music is also one in which 

PETROF instruments have found famous 

admirers, for example: 

DUKE ELLINGTON – USA, OSCAR PETERSON – 

USA, COUNT BASIE – USA, RAY CHARLES – USA, 

CHRIS BARBER – England, ELLA FITZGERALD – 

USA, HERBIE HANCOCK – USA, LIONEL 

HAMPTON – USA, COLLEEN LEE – Hong Kong.

Jazz music
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History
1839 Birth of the company founder Antonín Petrof.

1857  Antonín Petrof goes to Vienna to learn how to build grand pianos 

at the companies: HEITZMAN, EHRBAR, SCHWEIGHOFER.

1864  Hradec Králové – construction of the first concert grand piano.

1865  Antonín Petrof transforms his father’s joinery workshop into a pi-

ano maker’s workshop in the old town behind the Cathedral of the 

Holy Ghost – the first grand piano is built.

1866  Austro-Prussian battle at Hradec Králové – production is inter-

rupted.

1874  The company relocates to a new property outside of the city in 

the direction of Brno; apart from upright pianos, the company also 

starts making bourdons.

1880  A subsidiary in Temesvar in Hungary is opened.

1881  The company starts keyboard production and the construction of 

action. 

1883  Production of upright pianos is introduced.

1895  The company starts exporting instruments, and a warehouse and 

service centre are established in Vienna. 

1899  Antonín Petrof is appointed by the Emperor as court piano-builder 

for the Austro-Hungarian Empire and secret councillor. Both titles 

are later transferred to his sons. 

1908  The company is transformed into a limited liability company, and 

Marie Petrofová is the confidential clerk. Not only the founder, 

but also his sons Jan, Jan, Antonín and from 1914 the youngest 

Vladimír (2nd generation) work for the company.

1915  Antonín Petrof and his wife Marie die. Throughout the years of the 

war, the company is managed by the youngest son Vladimír.

1924  Production of electro-pneumatic pianos and later radio-acoustic 

pianos is introduced. Exports to Japan, China, Australia and South 

America. 

1928  PETROF together with the significant American manufacturer 

STEINWAY open a subsidiary in London at Wigmore Street. The 

company management enlarges the company administration with 

the 3rd Petrof generation: Dimitrij, Eduard and Eugene.

1934  GRAND PRIX – PETROF instruments win the gold medal at the 

world EXPO in Brussels. 400 people work at the factory.

1948  Nationalisation of the factory. The Petrofs’ property and rights are 

confiscated.

PETROF instruments have also won a great 

many admirers among performers 

and composers from the world of popular music: 

UDO JÜRGENS – Austria, RICHARD CLAYDERMAN 

– France, GILBERT BÉCAUD – France, CHARLES 

AZNAVOUR – France, PETULA CLARK – England, 

DOMENICO MODUGNO – Italy, PETER MAFFAY – 

Germany, JEAN JAQUES KRAVETZ – France, 

ANTONY VENTURA – Italy, RUDOLF ROKL – 

Czech Republic, DRUPI – Italy.

Pop music
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Svjatoslav Richter 1954  A development department for upright pianos and grand pianos is 

established. 

1958  Bourdon production is stopped – the PETROF Mondial grand piano 

wins the gold medal at EXPO Brussels.

1991  Ing. Jan Petrof (4th generation) takes over after 43 years of totali-

tarian regime – start of the privatisation process.

1994  A new modern research centre is opened with its own large-capac-

ity free-field measuring chamber, the largest of its kind in the Czech 

Republic. 

1997  Továrna na pianina, a. s. is established in Hradec Králové.

1998  Privatisation of the company by PETROF, spol. s r. o. is finalised.

1999  135th anniversary of establishment of the PETROF company.

2001  PETROF, spol. s r. o. – the factory passed successfully into the 

hands of the Petrof family, the 5th generation enters.

2003  Magnetic accelerated action is patented. 

2004  The first instrument using MAA action is built and presented at 

Frankfurt 2004 in Germany.

2004  140th anniversary of establishment of the PETROF company – Mgr. 

Zuzana Ceralová Petrofová (5th generation) becomes president of 

the company – production of upright and grand piano action of 

private construction is renewed.

2005  Mgr. Zuzana Ceralová Petrofová is appointed president of the Euro-

pean Federation of Music Instrument Manufacturers – CAFIM. The 

EUROPEAN EXCELLENCE (EEX) trademark for European music in-

strument manufacturers is introduce – a declaration of origin and 

protection against forgeries. 

2006  Production series of 5 grand piano sizes, addition of the Pasat and 

PETROF VI concert pianos. Upon request from the customer, it is 

possible to fit the instrument with its own magnetically balanced 

keyboard.

2007  PETROF instruments are marked with the new seal of EURO-

PEAN EXCELLENCE (acronym EEX). This brand emphasises the 

European origin of the instrument and guarantees a long lifetime, 

expert service and high user value. Custom piano building for the 

most demanding customers, Storm concert grand piano.

2008  Opening of the subsidiary PETROF USA, new Monsoon concert 

grand piano.

Among those we could mention from the world 

of classical music are: 

RUDOLF FIRKUŠNÝ – USA, WILHELM KEMPF 

– Germany, ARTURO BENEDETTI MICHELANGELI

– Italy, SVJATOSLAV RICHTER – Russia, HIROKO

NAKAMURA – Japan, IVAN MORAVEC – Czech 

Republic, CARLO ZECCHI – Italy, SERGIO 

PERTICAROLI – Italy, PAUL BADURA SKODA – 

Austria, EMA GOGOVA – Macedonia, JAN SIMON 

– Czech Republic, INNA ASLAMAS – Russia, 

ALEXEJ ASLAMAS – Russia.

Classic music
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P I Mistral – Pskov Philharmonic Orchestra – Russia, Opera in Ban-
ská Bystrica – Slovakia, Music School in Puškina in Petrograd – 

Russia, General University in Riga – Latvia, Church of St. Catherine 
in Vilnius – Lithuania, concert halls – Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

White P I Mistral grand piano – Presidential residence in Valgaji – 

Russia, Children’s Philharmonic Orchestra of the Music School in Sver-
dlovsk – Russia. 

PETROF P II grand piano with MAA action – “Kosta Manojlovic“ Music 

School in Belgrade (Zemun) – Serbia, Children’s Palace in Peking 

– China.

In 2005, professors from Iceland chose these superb instruments for 

the local conservatory and music academy. 

In England, PETROF instruments resound e.g. at The Royal Academy 
of Music and at the House of Lords/Bank of Ireland.

In Prague – National Theatre, Palác Lucerna, Czech Music Muse-
um, National Museum, Ježek Conservatory, Musical Academy of 
Performing Arts, Semafor Theatre, etc.

In the East Bohemian city of Hradec Králové – Philharmonic Audi-

torium, Klicper Theatre, elementary schools and preschools, artistic 

schools.

In the USA, PETROF instruments are played at the following in-
stitutions: Harvard University – Cambridge, Hotel Hyatt – Chicago, 

University of Indianapolis and Honolulu, Ballet Theatre in Texas, Missis-

sippi State University – Oxford, Disney Studio – Burbank, Alex Theatre 

– Glendale, Boston Ballet

P IV ROCOCO upright piano – Pedagogical Institute of Petrograd – 

Russia.

PETROF instruments are favoured by many leading musical interpre-

ters, theatre and film actors and important personalities (Paul Mc-
Cartney, Sofia Loren, David Koller, Colleen Lee, Princess Caroline 
of Monaco).

Musician Bob Milne from the USA, who provides accompaniment to 

parties hosted by George Bush Sr. or Bill Gates, purchased a PETROF 

instrument.

Renowned Las Vegas jazz player Ghalib Ghallab also owns a PET-

ROF piano.

Concerts on PETROF instruments owned by Dr. Abdullah Ibrahim 

took place in Cape Town.

PETROF instruments will satisfy even the most demanding customers 
that shop at London’s prestigious Harrods department store. 

References Letters 

Fine and rich tone of Petrof grand piano suited my voice like a velvet cushi-

on. I send my warmest greetings for this instrument.
Emma Destinová, opera singer, Czech Republic

Playing your magnificent concert grand brings genuine joy to me. 
Conrad Ansorge, Berlin 

It was an enjoyment to play PETROF instrument that suits the player from their 

point of view for sound and mechanical aspects.

Rudolf Firkušný, concert virtuoso

I have played your grand piano; I admire its sound beauty, nuance ability, 

light touch and smooth action.

Karel Szeter, concert virtuoso, London

I have had an opportunity to play almost all the European and American 

brand grand pianos and I have to state without any prejudice that I place 

PETROF grand pianos at the top.
Jiří Eliáš, music composer, Czech Republic

Our concert masters as well as other music authorities who play the sup-

plied PETROF instruments admire their beautiful sound.

State radio, Belgrade

I received your consignment of 21 pianos, harmoniums and organs to my 

full satisfaction. I am enthusiastic about their tone and design.

D. W. Ansinght Co., Zwolle, Holland

After experiencing your instruments, I was gladly taken by surprise by the 

perfection of your products.

J. B. Foerster, president of Czech Academy of Science and Art 

I have not had the pleasure of playing an instrument, such as yours that 

was so perfect in every way. 

Prof. PhDr. Zdeněk Nejedlý, Charles University, Prague

Both grand pianos delivered to us were of excellent quality. They were 

placed in the auditorium of Music Science Seminar.

Dr. Orel, University of Comenius in Bratislava

I am obliged to the prominent factory of PETROF for providing your instru-

ment which was used for accompanying me in Czechoslovakia and critical 

to my performance.
Ada Sari, concert and opera singer

.
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The Consortium EEX and CAFIM
declare that the company

name PETROF, spol. s r.o.
address Brněnská 371, 500 06 Hradec Králové
VAT no. 62028634 

has satisfied the conditions of European Excellence 
according to EEX 1001 : 2006 and its product 
can be labeled with the EU country of origin.
 

EUROPEAN  EXCELLENCE
                                       
   
           
                      
       

Certificate No.: 10.2006.001-M 
Certificate validity: 06.10.2006

www.european-excellence.com
www.european-excellence.eu

www.cafim.org 

 Zuzana Ceralová Petrofová Winfried Baumbach
 Consortium EEX  CAFIM

CERTIFICATE

In Hradec Králové 4th October 2006
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Since 2007, all instruments of PETROF brand are marked with 

the new, EUROPEAN EXCELLENCE seal (abbreviation: EEX). 

This designation is primarily the evidence of European origin of the 

instrument, long lifetime, professional service and high use value. 

www.european-excellence.com             www.european-excellence.eu             www.cafim.org

Certificates

EUROPEAN EXCELLENCE certification

PETROF, spol. s r. o. has introduced and certified the integrated 

system of quality and environment management. The efficiency 

and suitability of this management system is audited every year by 

an external audit company. The documents fulfilling the require-

ments of the relevant ISO 9001:2001 and ISO 14001:2005 stan-

dards are valid certificates issued by the TUV CZ certification body. 
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